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Anders Forsgren is Senior Project Manager at Boliden Mines. 
He has more than 22 years of experience in the mining industry 
as a project manager for new mining projects and 
environmental permits. At the moment Anders is the 
coordinator of stakeholder contacts for example with the Sami 
and also working with Biodiversity in projects with ecological 
rehabilitation and compensation. 
 

 

Andres Letelier is currently the Executive Director of CREO 
Antofagasta. CREO is an initiative of cross-sector collaboration 
to improve quality of life in Antofagasta, the Chile’s largest 
mining city. Andres has a wide range experience in urban 
development projects, urban management, participatory 
processes, and public-private partnerships.  His approach has a 
strong focus in integrated planning, innovation, socio-spatial 
integration and sustainability. 
He is an Architect from the Catholic University of Chile and has 
got a master in Urban Design & Planning from the University of 
Sydney, Australia.   
 

 

Anna Kantola is a researcher, PhD candidate, at the University 
of Eastern Finland. She has been working for the project 
"Collaborative remedies for fragmented societies - facilitating 
collaborative turn in environmental decision making (CORE)", 
funded by Strategic Research Council at the Academy of 
Finland, studies and develops collaborative action in 
environmental planning and decision making. The project seeks 
practices for creating fair, efficient and knowledge-based 
solutions to complex problems related to environment and use 
of natural resources. The focus is in creating models for joint 
problem-solving in the Finnish context. Case-study about 
Sodankylä Mining Programme as a SIMP  and follow-up of 
Agreement Based Cooperation - process.  

 

Anna Ostręga, DSc, PhD, Eng. is an associate professor in the 
Mining and Geoengineering Faculty at the AGH University of 
Science and Technology in Cracow, Poland. She is mining and 
environmental engineer by education. Her scientific interests 
are concentrated in the field connected with the legal and 
ecological aspects of mining activities, as well as post-mining 
reclamation and revitalisation including protection of industrial 
heritage.  

Anna Ostręga has developed a method of designing the 
revitalisation of large and diverse post-mining regions, which 
fulfils the principles of objectivity by applying the Analytic 



Hierarchy Process. In the post-mining revitalisation she 
incorporates concept of Sustainable Tourism as well as Green 
Infrastructure. For 5 years, Anna has been coordinating an 
innovative project consisting a coherent revitalization of the 
sand and gravel pits located in a few municipalities for tourist, 
cultural and natural functions.  

 

 

Dr. Åsa Holmner received her PhD in Bioscience from Chalmers 
University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden in 2005. Since 
2008 she has worked primarily with research and development 
addressing sustainable health systms in Scandinavia and 
Indonesia. This work includes using information and 
communication technology to support healthcare provision in 
rural areas, and geographical information systems to increase 
our preparedness against climate-driven vector-borne diseases. 
She has also extensive experiences from the strategic 
development of telemedicine at the University Hospital of 
Northern Sweden in Umeå, which is responsible for delivering 
highly specialized healthcare to all people living in the northern 
healthcare region, an area corresponding to the size of UK. Åsa 
is also a lecturer at Umeå University responsible for teaching 
Civil Engineer students to navigate the road towards a 
sustainable society.  
 

 

Aurela Shtiza (PhD), Policy Director at Industrial Minerals 
Association (IMA-Europe) 

Dr. Aurela SHTIZA obtained a PhD in Geology (2007) from the 
Katholieke Universiteit of Leuven (Belgium).  After working for 
Arcadis and Glencore in Regulatory Affairs & Sustainability, she 
joined IMA-Europe (Industrial Minerals Association Europe) in 
2011 where she holds the position of Policy Director for 
Industrial Affairs & Raw Materials Policy. She has extensive 
experience in policy implementation and advocacy with 
significant exposure to EU institutions. Aurela is part of IMA 
director leadership team and contributes and aligns the sector 
strategy on different policy areas such as raw material policy; 
international trade; criticality; circular economy; innovation; 
nature legislation; life cycle assessment; sustainability 
development goals.    

 

Bert De Wel is an ecological economist working on the nexus 
between social and environmental issues since more than 25 
years. After working nearly ten years for the Belgian union 
ACV-CSC, he became the climate policy officer at the ITUC in 
2018. He is the focal point for workers at UNFCCC, the Green 
Climate Fund, UNEP, etc. 
 



 

Dr. Cynthia Jacobson is the Advisor for Arctic Conservation for 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Alaska 
Region and Chair of the Arctic Council’s Conservation of Arctic 
Flora and Fauna (CAFF) Working Group (2017-2019 term).  Dr. 
Jacobson has worked in resource policy and planning in Alaska 
for 20 years, leading collaborative, science-informed 
conservation in the Region.  During her tenure in Alaska, she 
has developed expertise in Arctic issues and established strong 
relationships with local, state, federal, and Tribal governments, 
industry, non-governmental organizations, university and other 
conservation partners.  Cynthia has published extensively, 
presented papers and led workshops and special sessions on 
organizational transformation at meetings and conferences.  
Prior to working for the USFWS, Dr. Jacobson was the Assistant 
Director for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s Division 
of Wildlife Conservation, where she worked for 12 years. She 
received a B.A. in Environmental Conservation the University of 
Colorado and M.S. and Ph.D. from the Department of Natural 
Resources at Cornell University.  The focus of her dissertation 
work was transformation of state fish and wildlife agencies.   
 

 

Dumitru Fornea is Secretary General of the National Trade 
Union Confederation MERIDIAN from Romania and since 2007 is 
Member of the European Economic and Social Committee 
(EESC). Within EESC is an active member of the Consultative 
Commission on Industrial Change (CCMI), member of the 
Section on Transport Energy and Information Society and 
member of the Section on External Relations.  
Among others, he has worked on following topics: “Proposal for 
a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
streamlining measures for advancing the realisation of the trans-
European transport network”; “Indigenous coal in the EU energy 
transition”, “The processing and exploitation, for economic and 
environmental purposes of the industrial and mining waste 
deposits from EU”, “The raw materials initiative: needs for 
growth and jobs in Europe”, “Non-energy mining industry in 
Europe”. 
In the period 2007-2010 he was member of the Governing Board 
of Eurofound.  
 
 



 

Professor Fiona Haslam McKenzie is the Director of the Centre 
for Regional Development at the University of Western 
Australia.  Since completing her PhD (Measuring the Impact of 
Economic Re-structuring on Regional Development in the 
Central Wheatbelt of Western Australia) Fiona’s research focus 
has been the socio-economic impact of the Australian staples 
economies, particularly the Australian resources sectors. 
For over a decade, Fiona tracked the workforce arrangements 
associated with Australian resource extraction and measured 
the social and economic outcomes of policies, workplace 
practices and community responses to heightened global 
demand for Australian resources.  This work has subsequently 
informed mining companies’ decisions regarding their 
engagement with local communities and the length and timing 
of work rosters and onsite work arrangements.  Outcomes of 
this work have also been influential in national policy regarding 
long distance commuting and particularly fly-in/fly-out; for 
example, the House of Representatives Parliamentary Inquiry 
into FIFO workforce practices in regional Australia.   

 

Francesca Girardi holds a Master of Sciences degree in 
International and European Governance from Leiden University 
(NL). Before joining IMA-Europe, Francesca has worked as EU 
policy and Public Affairs assistant for various industry 
associations in Brussels, dealing with European Regulatory 
Affairs related to Industrial Policy and Internal Market. In IMA-
Europe, she works as policy adviser in the Industrial Affairs pool 
covering horizontal topics such as Circular Economy, 
Sustainability and Minerals Policy.  
 

 

Helena Renström, marketing manager at Skellefteå 
municipality, has a PhD in marketing from Hanken School of 
Economics, in Helsinki, Finland. She has over 20 years of 
marketing experience working both as a university teacher and 
researcher, as well as a practitioner in both private and public 
sector with board experience from several different 
organizations. Skellefteå has been nominated Placebrander of 
The Year three times and Helena has been nominated 
communicator of the year in public sector in 2017. She has 
published in the International Journal of Bank Marketing, 
Managing Service Quality, Principles and Practice of Marketing 
and has presented papers at several international academic 
conferences within the field of services marketing. 



 

Hernan Araneda, a graduate from the London School of 
Economics, is currently Head of the Center for Innovation in 
Human Capital within Fundación Chile, a chilean private and 
public partnership in the field of innovation, technology 
transfer and human capital. With more than 25 years working 
in the field of Skills and Workforce Development, Mr Araneda 
has led several initiatives to close the gap between education 
and industry needs in Chile and Latin America, including the 
development and piloting of National Skills Certification System 
aiming at better signaling workers’s competences in the labour 
market. In the mining sector, Mr Araneda has play a significant 
role in the creation of a chilean Mining Skills Council and in the 
Mining World Class Suppliers Programme. Since 2017 Mr 
Araneda leads ELEVA, an open innovation platform comprising 
secondary and tertiary technical vocational education, mining 
companies and suppliers across the value chain. Mr Araneda 
has consulted extensively for the Interamerican Development 
Bank, the World Bank and has been part of expert panels for 
Country Tertiary Education Reviews with the OECD.  

 

Ilari Havukainen (MSc Business Administration and 
Economics) is currently in charge of East and North Finland 
industrial transition and smart specialisation project. Past two 
years he has been working for EU affairs of Lapland in Brussels 
and coordinating interregional development projects. One of 
which is REMIX – Smart and Green Mining Regions, focusing 
on promoting more sustainable mining and the role of 
regions in EU policy-making. For the past few years, he has 
been involved in the implementation of the Smart 
Specialisation (S3) strategy and supervised the regional 
development of five clusters in Lapland. Lately, Ilari 
has been involved in the preparation of two successful EU 
Horizon 2020 programme projects, MIREU and ROSEWOOD, 
including engaging partners and stakeholders to commit to the 
Mining Regions of EU initiative. He has actively 
participated in several other European mining projects through 
stakeholder activities. 2016-2018, he was leading the 
Interregional S3 thematic partnership for Bioenergy and has 
followed several other S3 partnerships. Previously, Ilari has 
worked in several interregional and regional development EU 
projects such as the Northern Periphery Programme at Karelia 
University of Applied Sciences. Ilari was responsible of inter 
alia EU Affairs during his time at the East and North Finland EU 
Office in 2015 in Brussels. 
 



 

Juan Biset is a consultant specializing in Mining and 
Sustainability. He advises governments, multilateral 
organizations, companies and people in the sustainable 
development of natural resources. Starting in December 2015 
and until July 2018 he was the Undersecretary of Mining Policy 
and Mining Sustainability of Argentina, as well as Secretary of 
the Federal Mining Council and Secretary –for Argentina– of the 
Mining Integration and Cooperation Treaty between Argentina 
and Chile. Before public office, he worked as an attorney 
advising companies on mining and natural resources matters. 
He has been in-house regional counsel for Major mining 
companies, and worked at large law firms in Argentina and New 
York, USA. As an attorney, he is admitted to practice both in 
Argentina and the US.  He is currently teaching at the post-
graduate level in the Universities of Buenos Aires, and Austral. 
He graduated with honors from the University of Buenos Aires, 
and obtained his Master in Laws, cum laude, from Columbia 
University in the City of New York. 

 

 

Karina Umander worked as local project leader in Storuman 
Municipality (Sweden) for REGINA, a EU-project developing 
local smart specialisation strategies for the participating 
partners. In the project, a population forecast for Storuman 
Municipality was carried out focusing on the consequences of 
opening a new mine and how it could change the local labour 
market. Social impacts of mining in the municipality were 
studied through a comprehensive survey. Further, the results 
contribute to the municipality’s potential to monitor the 
development. Before Karina started to work for REGINA she 
has worked as project administrator with a project educating in 
land management. 
 

 Kristina Sundin Jonsson, Chief Executive Officer at Skellefteå 
Municipality and Skellefteå Stadshus AB. Kristina is also 
chairman of the municipal executive association in Sweden, 
which gives a good insight into the sustainable challenges for 
public Sweden.  Kristina is a visionary leader with sustainability 
as an important guiding star;”It’s about having a daring vision 
and making ambitious goals, with the commitment to set out 
and achieve them. Through our efforts we are also helping to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.” In collaboration 
with the inhabitants, the municipality of Skellefteå aim for a 
more sustainable, enjoyable, equal and prosperous future. 

 



 

Lance Miller (Ph.D)  has worked for over 30 years in the 
minerals industry throughout North America from Mexico to 
the Canadian and U.S. Arctic, in Asia, Russia and Africa. As well 
as working in the minerals industry Miller has worked in the 
economic development sector leading a technology transfer, 
business loan and entrepreneurial/business development 
organization. He is a chairman of the Alaska Minerals 
Commission, is an Executive board member of the Resource 
Development Council, President of the Council of Alaska 
Producers and is on the University of Alaska Anchorage 
Geosciences advisory board.  Miller has authored and co-
authored over 25 scientific publications and holds a Ph.D. in 
economic and structural geology from the University of 
Arizona, an M.S. in economic geology from the University of 
Alaska and a B.S. in geology from Stanford University.  He is 
currently Vice President of Natural Resources for NANA 
Regional Corporation, an Alaska Native Corporation.  

 
 

Leneisja Jungsberg, is a Research Fellow at Nordregio. 
Nordregio is specialised in studying regional development, 
including impacts from large scale industries, local business 
diversification, participatory methods, community 
development and rural social innovation initiatives, socio-
economic assessments and Arctic cooperation and 
sustainability. As part of the REGINA project Leneisja was 
involved in the work of four municipalities’ for the 
development of local smart specialisation strategies. Leneisja 
holds a MSc in Social Science from Roskilde University and is 
currently enrolled as a Ph.D. fellow at Copenhagen University.  
 

 

Lida Skifte Lennert is the Head of the Greenland 
Representation of the Government of Greenland in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. She previously worked as a Special 
Adviser in the Bureau of Minerals and Petroleum in the 
Government of Greenland as well as a Head of Department in 
Foreign Affairs and as the Head of the Greenland 
Representation in Brussels. Ms. Lennert is a lawyer and holds 
an LL.M Center of Energy, Petroleum & Mineral Law and Policy, 
Dundee University in Scotland. She further functions as a high 
level Greenland Representative to the Norden as is a board 
member of the Arktisk Institute and the North Atlantic 
Foundation. 
 

 Luana Cormac is the Director Economic Development & 
Environment Policy Department of the Chief Minister.   
Luana is an experienced strategic public policy and economic 
development professional with over 12 years’ experience 
working across various departments in the Australian, 
Queensland and Northern Territory Governments on both 
domestic and international issues. During this time Luana has 
had a number of senior roles in the Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet, the Department of Foreign Affairs and 



Trade, AusAID, and the Department of the Chief Minister, NT.  
Luana is currently leading the development of a Climate 
Change Strategy, an Offsets Framework and a number of key 
Economic Development priorities for the Department of the 
Chief Minister.  Luana has a Bachelor of Economics and Law 
from the University of Queensland. 
 

 

Maléne Campbell is an Associate Professor and a professional 
Town and Regional Planner. She worked both in private and 
public sector and has been teaching at the University of the Free 
State in South Africa for the past 22 years while doing research. 
During this time, she investigated human settlement challenges 
of mining towns, small towns and secondary cities. She also 
published on additional topics such as studentification. She 
delivered one PhD and 63 Masters students during her academic 
career. Editorial contributions include the role as one of the 
editorial associates of the Town and Regional Planning Journal 
as well as for the journal Acta Structilia. She is currently the 
Academic Departmental Head of the Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning at the Bloemfontein campus of the University 
of the Free State in South Africa. 
 

 

Malwina Nowakowska is the Deputy Head of Unit in DG GROW 
at the European Commission responsible for Resource Efficiency 
and Raw Materials. She coordinates trade and international 
aspects of the Raw Materials Initiative as well as non-metallic 
mineral products and forest-based industries. 
A trade economist by background she specialises on trade 
analysis and international policy aspects, responsible and 
sustainable business conducts and project management. Prior 
to joining the European Commission she was a researcher at the 
Swiss Institute for International Economics, Switzerland, 
member of the Global Trade Alert Team by CEPR and University 
of St. Gallen. She authored several trade-related research 
papers on the GSP, rules of origin and protectionism spread in 
the post-crisis era. 
She holds an M.A. in International Economic Relations from 
Warsaw School of Economics, Poland and CEMS Master in 
International Management from University of St. Gallen, 
Switzerland. 
 

 

Marco Percoco is an associate professor of regional economics 
and economic geography in the Department of Social and 
Political Sciences at Università Bocconi in Milan, where he is 
director of the GREEN – Center for research in Geography, 
Resources, Environment, Energy and Networks. His main 
research interests are in the evaluation of regional and transport 
policies and in the geography of energy.  
 



 

Matthew Storey (PhD) is CEO of the National Native Title 
Council (NNTC), the peak body for Australia’s Native Title 
Organisations. Before commencing as NNTC CEO, Matthew was 
CEO at First Nations Legal and Research Services Ltd (formerly 
Native Title Services Victoria) commencing in 2012. Before 
taking up the position at First Nations, Matthew lived in the 
Northern Territory for nearly 25 years. While there he worked in 
Aboriginal Land Rights and natural resources law for many years 
as a Senior Crown Law Officer with the Northern Territory 
Government. He also worked as Associate Professor and Head 
of Law at the Territory’s Charles Darwin University and served as 
President of the Law Society of the Northern Territory. In the 
1990s he worked as instructing solicitor on the NT “Stolen 
Generations” cases.  
Matthew holds a Bachelor of Economics and Bachelor of Laws 
with Honours from Charles Darwin University and a Master of 
Laws specialising in environmental law from Macquarie 
University. His doctorate, In Business Administration from 
Deakin University, examined aspects of Indigenous Economic 
Development. 
 

 

Mikael Staffas is President and CEO at Boliden.  
He is also the Chairman of the European metals association 
Eurometaux. He joined Boliden in 2011 and has held several key 
positions, including President of Boliden Mines. He is also 
member of the Boards of International Zinc Association, 
International Copper Association and the Swedish Association 
Of Industrial Employers. 

 Paula Isaak is the President, Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency. Paula Isaak was born and raised in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. She holds an undergraduate degree in 
Political Science from the University of Manitoba and a Master's 
degree in Public Administration from Carleton University. Paula 
spent the majority of her career with Indigenous Services 
Canada (formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada). She 
began her career in Ottawa where she determined that she had 
a strong interest in working in regional offices. She pursued that 
interest through postings in a variety of regions from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific and the North.  Paula worked in a variety of 
program areas in that Department. She was a land claim and 
self-government negotiator and has led economic development, 
policy, intergovernmental and communications divisions. She 
was the Regional Director General of the Yukon regional office 
where she led one of the Department's 10 regional offices which 
deliver a wide range of programs and services to Indigenous and 
northern residents. Prior to being appointed as Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Education and Social Development Programs and 
Partnerships, she was the Director General of Natural Resources 
and Environment in the Northern Affairs Organisation (now part 



of Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada).  
Paula is the President of the Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency since October 2018. 

 

Raúl Jiménez Alarcón is an associate professor at the 
Department of Mathematics, Universidad Católica del Norte, 
(UCN) Chile. He holds a Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics. He has 
been the director of several projects sponsored by the Ministry 
of Education, related to the development of required 
competencies for professionals working in the mining industry. 
Also, he is in charge of different programs scouting talented 
young high school students to become engineers. Currently, he 
is the Academic Vice Chancellor of UCN and the President of 
the Education and Training Centre (CEDUC) for technical 
careers.  
 

 

Ron Rimelman is Vice President, Environment, Health, Safety & 
Sustainability at NOVALGOLD, Inc.  Ron has played a key role in 
the environmental review and Federal and State permitting of 
NOVAGOLD’s flagship asset, the Donlin Gold Project in 
southwestern Alaska.  The proposed mine, which also includes 
a 300 mile gas pipeline, river transportation corridor with two 
ports, and access road, is poised to become one of the world’s 
largest producing gold mines.  In this role, he led evaluations of 
the potential local and regional effects of the project related to 
mercury, subsistence, biodiversity, and the health and welfare 
of indigenous peoples.  Ron has further directed the project’s 
community outreach and social responsibility efforts, including 
engagement with more than 60 native villages in the 
region.   He led similar efforts on NOVAGOLD’s Galore Creek 
Project in northern British Columbia (recently sold to Newmont 
mining).  Prior to joining NOVAGOLD, Ron worked as a 
consultant for 25 years providing environmental services to 
public and private sector clients on natural resource projects 
around the world.  Mr. Rimelman specific experience has 
focused on Alaska and other northern climates, including 
preparing environmental impact statements and assessments, 
and permit applications for the Kensington, Greens Creek, Red 
Dog, and Usibelli Coal mines in Alaska.  Ron has Bachelor of 
Science degree in Chemical Engineering from MIT.   

 Runar Myrnes Balto is a member of the indigenous Sámi 
Parliament of Norway and the leader of the Norwegian Sami 
Association (NSR). NSR is the biggest cultural and political Sámi 
Organisation in Norway, as well as the leading party in the Sámi 
Parliament. Balto is also the parliamentary leader of the NSR 
majority coalition in the Parliament.  
Despite his relatively young age at 31, Balto has got years of 
experience in indigenous politics, governance and advocacy. 
Among other things, he was appointed political advisor to the 
President of Sámi Parliament.  
Balto also has a background in Sámi cultural work through his 
position as the leader of the Márkomeannu Sámi cultural 



festival. He can also draw on experience from international 
development cooperation as the leader of the student led 
international aid organization, SAIH. Balto holds a degree in 
international development from the University of Oslo. 
 

 

Veronica Slajer is the founder and President of the North Star 
Group, a North American community engagement, social 
performance and public policy firm. Ms. Slajer is a trained 
communities and social performance professional with more 
than 30 years of experience in economic development, 
community engagement, stakeholder relations, and matters 
affecting rural communities and Indigenous peoples. Ms. Slajer 
holds a Masters of Rural Development degree with a 
concentration on community engagement in the mining and 
extractive industries. 
 

 

Wayne Qaniqsiruaq Westlake serves as NANA's president and 
chief executive officer. An Iñupiaq from the Native Village of 
Kiana, Westlake focuses his business experience to deliver on 
NANA's mission to improve the quality of life for the more than 
14,500 Iñupiat shareholder owners. NANA operates projects in 
most U.S. states, and all over the world. NANA companies 
serve a wide variety of industries including federal contracting 
services, mining, oil and gas, healthcare, and hospitality. NANA 
has a strong reputation of high-quality service and reliability 
resulting in return business and long-term contracts. With the 
recent interest in the Arctic, Westlake works with international, 
national, state and local leaders as a valued partner in sharing 
the future of Alaska's Arctic. 
 

 

Wolfgang Reimer is Mineralogist and Managing Director and 
Managing Director of GKZ Freiberg, a German triple helix 
association with members along the entire value chain of raw 
materials founded by industry in Saxony. This State - one out of 
the 16 Federal States of Germany – suffered major socio-
economic transitions specifically in industry, mining, and 
agriculture. Today the Region and network maintained a 
powerful hub of metallurgical know-how substantially 
contributing to CE. To convert the experiences of the past to 
tomorrow benefit is part of Wolfgang Reimers job by initiating 
R&D, education, market entries, networking, and policy making 
with focus on EU28 and Saxony as well as distinct overseas 
areas. 
 

 


